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LEARNING IN THE 
LIBRARY 
Workshop learning objectives 
 
•Participants will be introduced to critical thinking in 
order to incorporate critical thinking into instruction 
design 
•Participants will be introduced to three active 
learning exercises in order to promote student’s 
critical thinking 
Why librarians need to teach more critical 
thinking? 
•Shoddy thinking 
•Low order learning 











A well cultivated critical 
thinker: 
 
 Raises vital questions 
and problems 
 Gathers and assesses 
relevant information 
 Come to well-reasoned 
conclusions and 
solutions 
 Thinks open-mindedly 
within alternative 
system of thought 
 Communicates 





•Move away from tool-based instruction 
•Must be purposeful, require higher order thinking 
skills 
•Be learning outcomes based  
Ex. Students will assess the strengths and limitations 
of each source in order to determine authority, 
purpose, and audience. 







How to read a scholarly article 
Collaboration: student’s take 
turn assuming the role of the 
teacher 
Critical thinking: 
The teacher role puts the 
students in position of 
monitoring his or her 
comprehension 
Exposes students to other 
ways to interpret material 
Raises vital questions and 
problems 







•Demonstrate how to read a 
scholarly article 
• In this activity, students learn 
to evaluate reasoning 
• Identify the  main questions 
the author is addressing  
•Examine the important 
information the author uses 
•Assess the primary 
conclusions 
 
Collaboration: students work 
together to answer 
questions about an assigned 
reading 
Critical thinking:   
Gathers and assesses 
relevant information 
Raises vital questions and 
problems 
Thinks open-mindedly 









•Ask students in groups to use 
a specific database to answer 
a research question. 
•Have the students brainstorm 
keywords, search strategies 
and use advanced search 
features 
•Evaluate it’s usefulness, 
present the source to the 
class 
 
Collaboration: students work 
in self-guided groups to 
foster peer learning 
Critical thinking: 
Gathers and assesses 
relevant information 






Elements of reasoning: 
questions, points of view, 
implications 
Traits: courage, perseverance  
Wrap up 
• By merging information literacy and critical thinking, we help 
students conceptualize research in a larger sense, as a process of 
critical thinking. 
• Information literacy and critical thinking can be successfully linked 
in practice through collaborative learning activities. 
• By avoiding a tool-based agenda, we can encourage the 
development of critical thinking through activities that focus on the 
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